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ABSTRACT 

Balinese folklore was very useful for educating the ethics and morals of the nation’s children. The stories were 

proven to contain moral-ethical values based on Pancasila noble values. There was Ni Dyah Tantri story who as 

well as loaded. The ethical-moral values lately were better known as character education. The story is often used 

as reading the material in Balinese language learning materials, Hindu religious and character education. The 

current study aimed at presenting the synopsis results on Ni Dyah Tantri Story. It was ended King Patali’s 

sexual cruelty. The character education values were implicit. The literary reception theory was applied in this 

study. Data collection was conducted by observation methods and note-taking techniques. The analysis of the 

data was used as a descriptives analytical method. Ni Dyah Tantri’s story contains nine character education 

values namely, love characters, discipline and loyalty, friendly and communicative, intelligence, democratic and 

sincerity, toughness and hard work, patriotic, peace-loving, and tolerance. 

Keywords--- Ni Dyah Tantri, story, value, character, education. 

 

1 Introduction 

Balinese literature is rich in folklore (satua or tuturan satua). It is believed to contain ethical-moral values. 

Therefore, it needs to be revitalized for the student’s character education media. Balinese folklore is very close 

to children lives. There is always to present in the subject matter of compulsory local content in the Balinese 

Language. The subject matter is also Hindu religious education and characteristics (Bagus, 1980; Billaiya et al., 

2017). 

The PKB (Bali Arts Festival) is held. Nyastra Bali (Bali literature) activities definitely include a storytelling 

or masatua (Balinese story) contest. There was attended by elementary school students, ambassadors from each 

district and city. Likewise, PKP (Student Art Week) activities in Badung Regency and Porsenijar in Denpasar 

City and seven other regencies, the masatua activities are also always included among elementary school 

students. 

The Bali Governor Regulation issued No. 80/2018 concerning the protection and use of the Balinese 

regional language and the implementation of the Balinese language (once a year). The masatua Bali contest 

activities were also held at the start of the Balinese language month since 2019. This activity was followed by 

PKK (Balinese women organization) from the sub-district, regency/city, and continue to the provincial level. It 

proves Balinese folklore is still popular. Therefore, it needs to be saved as a national character education media. 
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Ni Dyah Tantri story is the most popular Balinese folklore. Purnawan (2014), stated Tantri is a folklore that 

is developing rapidly in Bali, on the text and/or as a context. Tantri story has been reviewed by Suarka (2007), 

on dissertation study. Sukarma (2008), wrote Ni Dyah Tantri as rhetoric. Utama (2016), wrote on title 

Tantrayana in Tantri: Power, Knowledge, and Sexuality ". 

Tantri story explained Ni Dyah Tantri and the other girls in Patali Kingdom received inhuman treatment 

from the king. The king asked to be treated to a virgin girl every night to satisfy his sexual desires. There is also 

a belief in Tantrayana which positions women more actively than men, unlike the concepts of Ardanareswari, 

Purusa-predana, and Shiva-durga. Without this magical aspect, the cosmology is no longer belong in life 

(Danandjaja, 2002; Maba et al., 2017). 

Ni Dyah Tantri story is very interesting to observe due to there tells about the life of a beautiful girl who is 

always in a dangerous situation. She must save herself and the girls in Patali Kingdom. The sexual cruelty of 

King Airswaryadala who asked to be treated by a girl every night. One of them is Ni Dyah Tantri. She is Ki 

Patih Bandeswarya daughter. He was forced to be offered to the king. 

Thanks to the personality of the Godhead, Ni Dyah Tantri who has been awaited, saving herself. He was able 

to distract the king’s attention not to tarnish her honor. The king looked in Ni Dyah Tantri’s beauty and listened 

to her expertise in the telling, The King Aiswaryadala forgot his sexual lust. He has been fooled many and 

tarnished the virgin lady honor in his country. 

The story is a mystery of life. It has buried many moral-ethical values conveyed through the characters who 

are very good for forming the next generation character. The character education values are born in social 

relations, for example, faith value, honesty, discipline, hard work, creativity, independence, curiosity, 

unyielding, respecting achievement, tolerance, friendship, caring, love for peace, utilization of nature, and love 

for nature homeland, democratic, and responsibility. 

This is an interesting reason to study on character education values. Ni Dyah Tantri Story succeeded in 

ending the sexual cruelty of the king. The lack of character education analysis conducted on Balinese folklore, 

including Ni Dyah Tantri story. There were three aims can be formulated in the present paper. (1) revitalizing 

the synopsis of Ni Dyah Tantri’s Story, (2) describing the character education values on Ni Dytah Tantri story, 

(3) describing the social impact of character education values on Ni Dyah Tantri story. 

 

2   Concept of Character Education 

Character is a distinctive value, whether the brain, moral, and personality. It is formed from the internalization 

of various policies. They are believed and used as a way of thinking, saying, and behaving in daily life. The 

person is stated to have character if they have good behavior, personality, character or morality. Therefore, the 

characters are identical to morals or personality (Koesoema, 2007; Darmawan, 2014; Hidayat & Budiatma, 

2018). 

Sri (2011), stated that character education is a system of sowing the values for the nation’s character to the 

school community. It includes components of knowledge, awareness or will, and actions to carry out these 

values. There are towards God Almighty, oneself, others, environment, and nationality, thus, becoming human 

beings. 

Nuh (2011), stated there are three things need to be considered in relation to character education, namely: (1) 

That we are God’s creatures, therefore, we must not be arrogant, we must respect each other; (2) Fostering 

scientific character, so that, creativity and innovation emerge to determine the nation’s competitiveness; (3) 

Fostering the character of love and pride as an Indonesian nation, loyal to the Republic of Indonesia through a 

culture of achievement. 

Character education is working throughout life, as a process toward perfect human beings. Therefore, 

character education requires modeling and touch from early to adult. Kartadinata (2009), stated that the most 

sensitive and decisive education period is family responsibilities namely parents. 

The Indonesian Ministry of National Education (2011), has identified 18 items of national character 

education. It needs to be instilled in students derived from Pancasila noble values, the characters namely: (1) 

religious, (2) honest, love, (3) tolerance, (4) discipline, (5) tough and hard work, (6) creative, (7) independent, 

(8) democratic, (9) intelligence and curiosity, (10) national spirit, (11) love born place, (12) appreciates 

achievement, (13) friendly and communicative, (14) patriotic and peace-loving, (15) fond of reading and love of 



Talent Development & Excellence                                                                                                                                                       739  

Vol.12, No.2s, 2020, 737-745 
 

 

ISSN 1869-0459 (print)/ ISSN 1869-2885 (online) 

© 2020 International Research Association for Talent Development and Excellence  

http://www.iratde.com 

science, (16) caring for environment, (17) caring socially, and (18) responsibility. The eighteen character 

education values would be explored by Ni Dyah Tantri’s folklore. 

 

3 Method 

Qualitative research methods were used in the present study. Djajasudarma (1997) & Suarta (2017), stated that 

qualitative methods are procedures that produce data descriptively. They are written and oral that develop or in 

the community. Data is descriptively produced on the intention to make a description, viewing systematically, 

factually, and accurately about the data, nature, and its relation to phenomena (Sofyan, 2015; Dewi, 2018). 

A descriptive method is completed with three methods and techniques, namely data collection methods and 

techniques, data analysis methods and techniques, and methods and techniques for presenting data analysis 

results (Sudaryanto, 1982; Suwija et al., 2019; Suryasa, 2019). The data collection is used to refer to a method. 

This is in accordance with Sudaryanto (1993). He stated that in the method of listening, basic techniques 

including tapping, proficient engagements, free engages are involved in proficiency, record, and note (Sofyan, 

2015; Mustika & Harini, 2017). 

Data analysis is used as the equivalent method. It is a method used to study or determine the identity of a 

diagonal unit using a determinant tool. There is outside the language, regardless of the language concerned 

Firdaus (2011; Citrawan et al., 2018). The data analysis results are presented using formal and informal 

methods. It assisted with inductive and deductive techniques. 

 

4 Analysis 

4.1 Synopsis of Ni Dyah Tantri Story 

Ni Dyah Tantri tells the story of a king in the Patali Kingdom, named Sri Maharaja Aiswaryadala. The people 

are many. The kings around him were respectful, amazed, and submissive to him and obediently paid tribute 

every year. No one is able to match the glory of the king Patali. Therefore, it is almost no difficulties 

experienced during running his government. The country is very fertile land that brings his people to prosper 

life. 

The King Airswaryadala daily life was accompanied by his patih (vice) named Krian Patih Bandeswarya 

who was always loyal to create prosperity, assisted the courtiers and his vice king. Everything is told smart and 

wise to lead a country imbued with Hinduism. All existing problems are always solved together for progress in 

the future. 

However, even as a famous king, he had an etchics-moral weakness. He was troubling his people. He has a 

very inhuman character, nourishes the lust of the devil. He wants to enjoy sexual relations beyond the pleasures 

of people generally. 

Ki Patih Bandeswarya has a beautiful daughter. Her name is Ni Dyah Tantri. There is nothing like her 

beauty. Her smart, intelligence and skills are very well known, also unmatched. Various sciences have been 

studied, always based on prayer and prostration towards God Almighty. She was always praised, both by the 

priests, courtiers, and members of her community. 

The special character possessed by Ni Diah Tantri was heard by His Majesty, King Airswaryadala. Sang 

Prabu intended to apply for Ni Dyah Tantri as empress. However, he was reluctantly declaring to Ki Patih 

Bandeswarya. Finally, the king ordered Ki Patih Bandeswarya every night he would present a virgin girl to 

accompany the king at the aisle. He respected and loyalty king’s will. 

The day after passed, the month changed years, confusion and deep sadness befell Rakian Patih 

Bandeswarya for not being able to worship a virgin girl anymore. The girls in Patali have already been offered 

every night to the king. His fear heightened when he realized that what remained was only a virgin girl and that 

too his own daughter, Ni Dyah Tantri. 

Ki Patih Bandeswarya complained to his wife that all was left and merely her own daughter, Ni Dyah Tantri. 

It was like suicide if he handed Ni Dyah Tantri to the king. His wife suggested that just be let go. Due to there 

was no other choice. Hearing the complaints on her father and mother. She dedicated and very concerned about 

the fate of the girl who had become the king’s sexual victim. Ni Dyah Tantri was very willing to be presented 
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herself. The determination is awakened the king from the darkness of worldly romance. Therefore, the country 

could be free from anxiety and suffering. 

Ki Patih Bandeswarya took his daughter although sad, as a devout who should be devoted to the king, to the 

palace to serve the King Airswaryadala at the aisle. The king was happily welcomed to Ni Dyah Tantri and her 

father. He was very glad and happy to look at the beautiful face Ni Dyah Tantri who was young. It is narrated Ni 

Dyah Tantri was with His Majesty at the aisle. As a smart child, she can arrange the language with a very polite 

and polite manner that began to smooth the king’s feeling. 

As the king’s request, Ni Dyah Tantri began to tell about: (1) Rsi Bhasubhaga’s Sloka Tantri entitled 

Nandhaka Harana about Smaradahana when Garuda Bird faced Lord Vishnu; (2) Universe creation; (3) 

Bhagawan Wasistha who received the gift of a female bull named Nandini; (4) Priest Sri Dharma Swami who 

received a reward in the form of Nandaka bulls; (5) The journey of the Ox Nandhaka who finally became 

friends with Sri Singhadipati; (6) A series stories about Prabu Gajadruma who were not careful in choosing 

Patih, and (7) Stories about Bhagawan Sri Yadnya Dharma Swami. 

The King Aiswaryadala admired the cleverness on Ni Dyah Tantri story. The king said, “No wonder the 

monks gave him the name Ni Dyah Tantri”. Hovering in love the King, unlike crossing the universe, and it 

seems, there are no more wives because the only thing that crossed his mind was Ni Dyah Tantri. The love that 

bore joys was also felt by the palace residents, especially, by Ki Patih Bandeswarya. As if he discovered the 

heaven realm due to the story end. Ni Dyah Tantri will become an honored consort in the Patali Kingdom. 

 

4.2 Character Education Value on Ni Dyah Tantri Story 

It was explained in the synopsis of Ni Dyah Tantri Story. There was an inner conflict in Ki Patih Bandeswarya 

who was forced to give up his daughter to his king to satisfy his sexual appetite. Ni Dyah Tantri on the tense 

moment, who is worthy of serving the king, should help take over his parent’s difficulties. As a devoted person 

who has emotional intelligence, she is able to carry out the difficult task well. 

The difficult story on Ni Dyah Tantri facing the cruelty of the king is character education values examined, 

including: (1) The value of character education in the human relationship with God, namely religious character; 

(2) The value of character education in human relations with their self, namely: discipline, hard work, creative, 

independent, curiosity, fond of reading, and never give up; (3) The value of character education in human 

relationships with others, namely: love, honesty, tolerance, democratism, respect for achievement, friendship, 

and caring for others; (4) The value of character education in human relations with nature, namely caring for 

environment; (5) The value of character education in human relations with the nation is spirit of nationalism and 

love born place. 

 

5 Discussion  

5.1 Religious Character Value 

Religious character is an implementation of character education value. It is based on human relations with the 

creator, God Almighty. This religious value is strongly emphasized in the 2013 curriculum related to the 

inculcation of spiritual attitudes, heightened attitude, and faith, piety towards God Almighty. The religious 

character is owned by Ni Dyah Tantri character as stated in the following quote. Her smart, intelligence and 

skills are well known and unmatched. Various knowledge has been learned and always based on prayer and 

prostration of devotion to God Almighty (Synopsis, Prg. 4). The religious character education value can be 

stated: “Various knowledge has been learned and are always based on prayer and progression to God 

Almighty". 

 

5.2 Intelligence Character Value 

Intelligence is one of character education value. It is the essence of the pillars of thought. The education purpose 

is to create people who are intelligent, capable, creative, innovative, always curious, high in knowledge and 

have certain expertise. People who are intelligent and successful in formal education will have the provisions to 

navigate this complicated life. Ni Dyah Tantri is told a beautiful girl who has unmatched smart and intelligence 
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as quoted in the following synopsis. Ki Patih Bandeswarya has a beautiful, young daughter. Her name is Ni 

Dyah Tantri. There is nothing like her beauty. Her smart, intelligence and skills are very well known and 

unmatched (Synopsis, Prg. 4). 

Ni Dyah Tantri indeed has intelligent human beings. She was mastering religious teachings and moral-

ethics. They are interpreted from various episodes, itihasa, purana, fairy tales, and so on. Respecting on her 

expertise in telling stories, she managed to save herself from the cruelty of the king’s sexual appetite. 

5.3 Tolerance Character Value 

Tolerance is synonymous towards loyalty and respect. People will tolerate others based on loyalty, respect, and 

love. The phrase was in the past known “what the king said, it was the law”. Therefore, the king has an authority 

cannot be opposed by others. Even though, it was sometimes out of bounds as in the following quote. “... 

Finally, the king ordered Ki Patih Bandeswarya every night present a virgin girl to accompany him at the aisle. 

His loyalty and respect made it impossible for him to deny the king willing” (Synopsis, Prg. 5). 

The quote shows Ki Patih Bandeswarya has a high tolerance character. There based on respect and loyalty to 

the King Airswaryadala. Although, he knew the king’s orders were inhumane. He did not put up a fight or totes. 

His devotion, respect, and eggs were forged by circumstances. 

5.4 Love Character Value 

The story, in the beginning, was told that there were excessive love and abuse by King Airswaryadala for asking 

to be treated to a virgin girl every night. This excessive love eventually turned into sexual cruelty which 

tarnished the virgins and disturbed the people of the Patali Kingdom. 

Finally, when it was turned Ni Dyah Tantri, Patih Bandeswarya’s daughter to serve the king at the alt aisle. 

King Aiswaryadala met his identity as in the following synopsis quotation. “The King Aiswaryadala admired 

the story cleverness from Ni Diah Tantri. The king said, “No wonder the monks gave you the named Ni Dyah 

Tantri”. The falling in love of the King was floating, like crossing the universe. It seemed there were no more 

wives. Due to the only thing crossed on his mind was Ni Dyah Tantri” (Synopsis, Prg. 11). 

Ni Dyah Tantri who has a beautiful face succeeded in changing the king character who tarnished the virgins 

loving. Finally, having a high sense of affection starting from the various stories, he told. The king was amazed 

to Ni Dyah Tantri intelligence, growing a deep sense of love, understanding the love of the holy, only belong to 

Ni Dyah Tantri. 

5.5  Discipline and Loyalty Character Value 

Ki Patih Bandeswarya was a figure of the king’s servant who was very disciplined and faithful to carry out 

orders. He was able to do anything that was ordered by his lord with the principle “Angawe sukanikang wang 

len”. It defines trying to make others happy as in the following quote. “He was even though heavy-hearted, as a 

great master of king devotion, Ki Patih Bandesuarya took his daughter (Ni Dyah Tantri) to the palace to serve 

the King Airsuaryadala. The arrival of Ki Patih and Ni Dyah Tantri was happily welcomed by the king. He was 

very glad and happy looking at Ni Dyah Tantri’s beautiful and very young” (Synopsis, Prg. 8). 

The character of discipline and loyalty is also shown by Ni Dyah Tantri. She was loyal to the king as her 

father’s living. She also proved her loyalty to her father. For the sake of her father’s secure, she was willing to 

accept the king’s request to accompany her at the aisle. Although, he was aware of the risk of losing her honor. 

5.6 Friendly and Communicative Character Value 

Friendly and communicative are actions show a sense of talking, socializing, and cooperating with others. It is 

shown by Ni Dyah Tantri’s story as a filial daughter. Having respect and worthy of devotion to her parents and 

also to the king as implied in the following quote. “It was narrated Ni Dyah Tantri was with the king at the aisle. 

As an intelligent child, she can arrange the language in a very polite and polite manner can smoothly the king 

heart. Respecting the king’s request, Ni Dyah Tantri began to talk about Sloka Tantri was written by Rsi 
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Bhasubhaga entitled Nandhaka Harana about smara dahahana when Garuda Bird faced Lord Wisnu ...” 

(Synopsis, Prg. 9). 

Ni Dyah Tantri was carrying out the task to accompany the king in the aisle. She was able to show her a 

friendly and communicative character. Although, it was the first time she met face to face with the king. She 

was able to communicate very well and tell a lot about virtue until finally the King Airswaryadala was stunned 

and fell in love with her. 

5.7 Democratic Character Values 

The glory of the king Patali, in the beginning, was narrated. The people who succeeded in creating the peace of 

the country and the prosperity of his people. The surrounding kings are always respectful and willing to pay 

utpeti (contribution) every year. As a great king, King Airswaryadala and his companions always tried to create 

the welfare of his people as in the following quote. “King Airswaryadala in daily life was accompanied by patih 

named Krian Patih Bandeswarya who was always loyal to create prosperity, assisted by the courtiers and 

tandamantri. Everything is told smart and wise to lead a country imbued with Hinduism. All existing problems 

are always solved together to progress in the future” (Synopsis, Prg. 2). 

Referring to the sentence “All existing problems are always solved together to progress in the future” 

implied that Sri Raja Airswaryadala in the Patali Kingdom had run his government democratically. All existing 

problems are solved together for the progress of his country. 

5.8 Social Concern Character Value 

Social concern is the implementation of an individual relationship with others. It is very important to pay 

attention to the comfort of social life. This character is also provided Ni Dyah Tantri, as expressed in the 

following quote. “Hearing the grievances of her father and mother, as a dedicated daughter and very concerned 

about the fate of the girl who had become the king’s sexual victim, Ni Dyah Tantri was very willing to be 

presented with a determination to resurrect the King from the darkness of worldly romance. Thus, her country 

could be freed from the king suffering” (Synopsis, Prg. 7). 

Ni Dyah Tantri is as women not willing for ladies in Patali country to be fooled and betrayed her future by 

her king. He was sincerely dedicated to saving the next ladies from the king’s sexual cruelty. Behind her 

sincerity, she was determined to resuscitate the King from the darkness of worldly romance. Therefore, her 

country could be free from suffering. 

5.9 Patriotic and Peace-loving Characters Value 

The patriotic and peace-loving character is provided on the main character of Ni Dyah Tantri. She could not 

bear to see her people being manipulated by the king power. She has carried out a mental revolution. She has the 

spirit to save the ladies in her country in order not treated inhumanely by the king. Women who have dignity 

and worth are respected even have been insulted by the king. 

Ni Dyah Tantri is as a true patriot who loves peace. She has a national spirit for the peace sake of community 

life. She was willing to sacrifice herself to face the cruelty and greed of the king. The act of Ni Dyah Tantri who 

actually bears high risk to fight the king’s disasters is a proof that she has a true patriotic soul, stays with 

perseverance and resilience, accompanied on intelligence and sincerity for the women rescue. 

5.10 Joy of Reading and Love of Science Character Value 

The figure on Ni Dyah Tantri was told a special lady, among terms of beauty, intelligence, loyalty, behavior, 

and mastery of various dharma teachings. She firmly surrendered herself to face the king’s cruelty. She was at 

the aisle facing Sri Raja Airswaryadala, it was told the following quotation. “Respecting the king’s request, Ni 

Dyah Tantri began to talk about (1) Sloka Tantri was a work by Rsi Bhasubhaga titled Nandhaka Harana about 

Smaradahana when Garuda Bird faced Lord Vishnu; (2) Universe creation; (3) Bhagawan Wasistha who 

received the gift of a female bull named Nandini” ... (Synopsis, Prg. 10). 

The quotation suggests that Ni Dyah Tantri has intelligence based on reading fondness and curiosity sign the 

love of science character. It is not possible for a lady to tell a lot and explore the meaning of folklore well if she 
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does not have a passion for reading. It would not be possible for her to be able to master various sciences if she 

did not have the love of science character and adequate curiosity. 

5.11 Responsibility Character Value 

The responsibility character is really needed for everyone who wants to be successful both in the academic field, 

career, office workers, business world, and industry. Ni Dyah Tantri is very visible on the character of 

responsibility regarded as Krian Patih Bandeswarya figure. The success in achieving prosperity for the Patali 

people proof that the king’s aides carrying out their respective duties with the full sense of responsibility. 

The character of responsibility that was reflected in Patih Bandeswarya was his loyalty in carrying out the 

king's order to offer a virgin girl every night, including finally giving up his own biological child because there 

was no other choice. 

5.12 Social Impact of Character Values on Ni Dyah Tantri Story 

It was conducted a study about Ni Dyah Tantri’s characters. The writer found a shadow of life full of dynamics. 

There was a king who was famous for succeeding. In fact, he had an inhuman danawa character. There are 

mahapatih who are very disciplined and loyal and full of responsibility. There is also a virgin lady figure who 

has intelligence, love, social care and has extraordinary courage. Therefore, she has proven successful in saving 

herself and her people. 

The study results on character education value that can be revealed through observing the characters on Ni 

Dyah Tantri story. There was a very positive social impact for readers as follows: 

 

1)  Every leader should be able to emulate the success of King Patali, Airswaryadala, who is democratic, 

respected by his people and also by the leaders of other countries; 

2)  A successful leader in a career should not imitate the inhumane behavior of the king’s character who asks to 

be treated by a virgin lady every night; 

3)  The top officials in the life of the nation and state who accompany the leadership should be able to imitate 

the positive character of Krian Patih Airswaryadala, namely: loyalty, discipline, toughness, caring, 

democratic, and full responsibility; 

4)  Adolescents should be able to imitate the superior characters possessed by Ni Dyah Tantri, namely: 

intelligence, loyalty, honesty, love, discipline, caring, communicative, love-reading, love-knowledge, 

curiosity, toughness, and responsibility. 

6 Conclusion  

There are seven character values on Ni Dyah Tantri story. They are included. (1) religious, (2) intelligence, (3) 

tolerance , (4) love, (5) discipline and loyalty, (6) friendly and communicative, (7) democratic, (8) social care, 

(9) patriotic and peace-loving, (10) love-reading and love-knowledge, and (11) responsibility. 

The activity to revitalize in this era towards the educational values on the old literary works is still needed. 

Due to it is reliable enough to carry out the ethics-moral guidance of humanity. Revealing the oral tradition and 

its values study are relevant to the important character education issues. They are being promoted by the 

Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia. 

The study results on Ni Dyah Tantri story will be possible to emulate the positive character values. King 

Airswaryadala character who succeeded in leadership, Krian Patih Bandeswarya character who is loyal and 

responsible, and also the intelligent character on Ni Dyah Tantri namely, discipline, love science, love-reading, 

social care, friendly and communicative, and full responsibility. 
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